


Isaiah 40:9 
“Go up on a high mountain, O Zion,

herald of good news; lift up your voice
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of

good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the
cities of Judah, ‘Behold your God!’” 







“Again I looked and saw all the
oppression that was taking place under

the sun: I saw the tears of the oppressed
and they have no comforter; power was
on the side of their oppressors and they

have no comforter.” 
(Ecclesiastes 4:1)



“There is no comforter for her [Zion].” (Lam 1:2)

“There was no comforter for her.” (Lam 1:9) 

“For far from me is a comforter.” (Lam 1:16)

“There was no comforter for her.” (Lam 1:17)

“There was no comforter for me.” (Lam 1:21)



Isaiah 40:1 
“‘Comfort,  comfort, 

my people,’ says your 
God.”



Lamentations 1 describes 
Zion/Jerusalem as a widow and slave, 
abandoned by friends, with no resting 
place, suffering bitterly, bereft of her 

children, mocked by her enemies, 
unclean, despised, rejected, weeping, 

without a comforter, deceived, 
groaning, and fainting. 



Isaiah 40:9 states the goal of chapters 41–
54, rather than the city’s current state. Yahweh’s

choice of a wounded Zion as his witness to the
gospel is in keeping with his election of the patriarchs

who were “perishing Arameans” (Deut 26:5), the
matriarchs who were all barren at one point (Gen

11:30; 25:21; 29:31), Israel who “was the least of all
the people” (Deut 7:7), and climactically Jesus who
was  rejected and crucified as a common criminal 

(1 Cor 1:22–23). 



“It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the
LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up
above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall come, 
and say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the
God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.’”

“For out of Zion shall go the teaching, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore.” (Isaiah 2:2–4) 
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•Jerome (c. 342–420) 
• Augustine (345–430) 
•Ambrose (c. 337 – 397) 
•John Chrysostom (c. 347–407) 
•George Fredrick Handel (1685–1759) 
•Matthew 
•Mark 
•Luke/Acts
•Romans



“My righteous Servant will justify 
many.” (Isaiah 53:10)

“Their righteousness comes from 
me.” (Isaiah 54:17)

“He will sprinkle many nations.” 
(Isaiah 54:17)
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• “Yahweh said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people and your 
father's household and go to the land I will show you.  I will make 
you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you, be a blessing!  I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; and all families on earth will be 
blessed through you.’” (Gen 12:1–3) 

• “And the glory of Yahweh will be revealed, and all flesh together 
will see it.” (Isaiah 40:3)

• “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I 
delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the 
nations.” (Isaiah 42:1) 

• “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, 
and there is no other.”  (Isaiah 45:22)



• “I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may 
bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.”  (Isaiah 49:6)

• “All the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God.”
(Isaiah 52:10)

• “Come, all who are thirsty. ”  (Isaiah 55:1)
• “You are my witnesses.” (Isaiah 43:10)
• “Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and 

declared it? You are my witnesses!” (Isaiah 44:8)
• “A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he 

will not snuff out.” (Isaiah 42:3)
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Isaiah 44:13–17  
“The carpenter measures with a line and makes an outline
with a marker; he roughs it out with chisels and marks it with
compasses. He shapes it in the form of man, of man in all his
glory, that it may dwell in a shrine. He cut down cedars, or
perhaps took a cypress or oak.  He let it grow among the
trees of the forest, or planted a pine, and the rain made it
grow. He fashions a god and worships it. He prays to it and
says, ‘Save me; you are my god.’”





Isaiah 40:9 
“Go up on a high mountain, O Zion, herald of 
good news; lift up your voice with strength, O
Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear
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1. Pesel = Carved statue (40:19)
2. Masekah = Metal image (42:17)
3. Atsabim = Pain (46:1)
4. Ephes = Nothing (41:29)
5. Tohu = Formless (41:29; 44:9)
6. Hebel = Nothing (41:29)
7. Tobeah = Abomination (44:19)
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Isaiah 43:16–19 
“This is what Yahweh says – he who made a way 

through the sea, a path through the mighty
waters, who drew out the chariots and horses, the

army and reinforcements together, and they lay
there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed
out like a wick. Forget the former things; do not
dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!” 



“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those
who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring
good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,
‘Your God is king!’”  (Isaiah 53:7)

“Those who wait on Yahweh will renew their strength,
they will soar on wings like eagles, they will run and
not be weary, they will walk and not grow faint.”  

(Isaiah 40:31)

“You are precious and honored in my sight and I love
you.” (Isaiah 43:4)



Isaiah 48:20
“Go out from Babylon, flee from 

Chaldea, declare this with a shout of 
joy, proclaim it, send it out to the 

end of the earth; say, ‘Yahweh has 
redeemed his servant Jacob!’” 



Psalm  115:4–8
“Their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands
of men. They have mouths, but cannot speak, 
eyes, but they cannot see; they have ears, but
cannot hear, noses, but they cannot smell; they 
have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but they 
cannot walk; nor can they utter a sound with their
throats. Those who make them will be like them.” 



From Romans 1:18–32
“They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped 

and served created things rather than the Creator. They have
become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and
depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and
malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent,
arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they
disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless,
and ruthless.” 



“Behold your God! Behold! Lord Yahweh comes with

power, and his arm ruling for him. Behold! His
reward is with him, and his recompense
accompanies him. He tends his flock like a shepherd.

He gathers the lambs in his arm and carries them
close to his heart; he gently leads those that have
young.” (Isaiah 40:9b–11)

















“Lord Yahweh has given me an instructed tongue, to 
know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens 
me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like 
one being taught. Lord Yahweh has opened my ears, 
and I have not been rebellious; I have not drawn 
back. I offered my back to those who beat me, 
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; 
I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.” 

(Isaiah 50:4–6)



“Just as there were many who 
were appalled at him, his 
appearance was so disfigured 
beyond that of any man and his 
form marred beyond human 
likeness, so will he sprinkle many 
nations.” (Isaiah 52:14–15)



“Sing to Yahweh a new song, his praise from the ends
of the earth.” (Isaiah 42:10)

“Burst into song, you mountains, you forests and all
your trees, for Yahweh has redeemed Jacob, he
displays his glory in Israel.” (Isaiah 44:23) 

“Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice, O earth; burst into
song, O mountains! For Yahweh comforts his people
and will have compassion on his afflicted ones.”  

(Isaiah 49:13)



Isaiah 55:10–11
“As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return to it without watering the earth and
making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for 
the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that
goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me 
empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve
the purpose for which I sent it.”
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